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Documents Section

'Local Government Provisions
in the 1987 Constituton

Article X
Local Governmenf, .

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. The territorial and political subdivisions of the Republic
of the Philippines are the provinces, cities, municipalities, and barangays.
There shall be autonomous regions in Muslim Mindanao and the Cordilleras
as hereinafter provided. ' ~

Sec. 2. The territorial and political subdivisions shall enjoy local
autonomy. '

Sec. 3. The Congress shall enact a local government code which shall
provide for a more responsive and accountable local government structure
instituted through a system of decentralization with effective mechanisms of
recall, initiative, and referendum, allocate among the different local govern-
ment units their powers, responsibilities, and resources, and provide for the
qualifications, election, appointment and removal, term, salaries, powers and
functions and duties of local officials, and all other matters relating to the

organization and operation of the local units.

Sec. 4. The President of the Philippines shall exercise general super-
vision over local governments. Provinces with respect to component cities
and municipalities, and cities and municipalities with respect to component
barangays shall ensure that the acts of their component units are within the
scope of their prescribed powers and functions.

Sec. 5. Each local government unit shall have the power to create its
own sources of revenues and to levy taxes, fees, and charges subject to such
guidelines and limitations as the Congress may provide, consistent with the
basic policy of local autonomy. Such taxes, fees, and charges shall accrue
exclusively to the local governments.

Sec. 6. Local government units shall have a just share, as determined
by law, in the national taxes which shall be automatically released to them.
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